Inflammatory reaction as an occlusive mechanism in aortocoronary bypass grafts?
Morphological changes in aortocoronary vein grafts are described in two cases; one dying 5 hours post operatively and the other reoperated 8 months after aortocoronary bypass surgery for graft occlusion. Occlusive thrombi and fibrin deposition on the intimal surface and a focal inflammatory process in the wall of the vein grafts were found in the former. Thrombotic encrustation and organization similar to the manifestations of the thrombogenic theory of atherosclerosis were demonstrated in the latter.